What an Angry God Does—Is 6:1-8
	It seems as if Trinity Sunday, this Sunday, ought to come around St. Patrick’s Day.  We have, in our West Room, a marvelous representation in glass of the Trinity.  Maybe you’ve noticed it over the years.  Maybe you’ve even taken a few moments to contemplate it.  It’s worth contemplation.  The only qualm I have with that representation in glass is that it is diagrammatic: the picture is visual, but its appeal is to the logical side of our minds, and while it’s important—very important, especially these days!—to cultivate the logical side of our minds, we do not begin to grasp the fullness, the beauty, the glory, the grace, and the comfort of the Trinity if we apprehend it only with our minds.  That’s a long way of saying thank God for St. Patrick.  Another way of saying that is thank God for shamrocks.
	I hope you know the legend regarding St. Patrick: how, in trying to find a way to illustrate the Trinity, he took a shamrock and invited the people to see in that humble little plant an image of the Trinity.  Beloved, our God uses the humblest means to reveal the greatest mysteries.  There’s a rich, holy lesson for us in that.
	Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—we use that “formula” in referring to God every Sunday when we sing the Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  Ghost is an old English word for the word we use more often these days, spirit, which comes to us from Latin.
Since ghost conjures images of Halloween and Poltergeist, we do not use that term much anymore: culture has an impact on religion, as if we needed any reminder or proof.
	Why a Trinity?  Because God is a God in Trinity: one God, three Persons; God in three Persons.  We believe Scripture tells us this and shows us this.  Jesus speaks of his Heavenly Father, and cries out to this Father.  The voice from heaven speaks of Jesus as Son.  Jesus speaks of himself as having been with God always (Jn 17:5).  Jesus tells his gathered disciples that the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, will come to them, and the angel Gabriel had told Mary that she would conceive through the Holy Spirit.
	We know that the Jewish religious authorities of Jesus’ day had Jesus put to death for, among other things, claiming to be the Son of God: for making himself equal to God.  “Hear, O Israel,” one of the most important and basic of Jewish prayers goes, “The LORD our God, The LORD is one.”  Yet in the psalms, as well as in Isaiah and Ezekiel, we hear of God’s Holy Spirit, so if there is God and the Holy Spirit of God, either Jews do not know what they have been praying and believing for millennia, or else God is indeed one, in three Persons.
	Why a Trinity?  Because that is the divine nature, that is really who God is.  Because Scripture tells us this and shows us this.  Saying it that way addresses our minds, our intellects, and that is not a bad thing: we need food for our minds.
We also need food for our hearts and for our souls.  Our God in Trinity supplies this, abundantly.  The truth of the Trinity is a more abundant, more generous, and more gracious affirmation of God’s vested concern to nourish us in every way.
	Beloved, God is one God in three Persons, God in Trinity, and this is how we experience God.  This is how God surrounds us, infuses us, and uplifts us with the assurance of His love, His mercy, and His grace.  I’ve heard stories of people who grew up in churches where the only God they knew was an angry, vast, towering Father, far away in the sky.  He wasn’t just angry in general—though apparently He was that, too!—He was angry, in point of fact, with you, personally.
	I’d like to tell you God isn’t angry, but I can’t, because He is.  He is angry: angry about all the sin He sees, all the wickedness.  Wouldn’t you be angry, too, if the ones you loved best of all had such a nasty habit of hurting each other and indulging in self-destructive behaviors, failing again and again to live up to the potential you saw in them, the great things you knew they had it in them to do and to be?  Seeing that, wouldn’t you also be just a little upset?
	God is angry, but His anger is not the smashing and slamming things and yelling and making the children cry with fright sort of anger that you and I, fallen human beings, think of when we think of angry fathers on their regular rampage: Type A guys blowing off steam.
	Sisters and brothers, there is nothing wrong or bad with being angry.  What matters is what we do about our anger.  Type A guys on a regular rampage, blowing off steam, don’t know what to do about their anger except to let it master them, let it overwhelm them and sweep them away.  Only it doesn’t just sweep them away, does it?  It sweeps along everything and everyone else in their way, too.  That’s not healthy.  That’s not good, and they know it but feel helpless to do anything about it.  Sometimes they just don’t want to do anything about it.  They want to be swept away.  And this is not just true about guys, angry guys.  There are angry women too.
	We see what people do about their anger, and, all too often, what we do only adds to God’s anger, because we do not live, we do not act, we do not believe as God created us.  He made us for so much more!  That is what every prophet tells us.  That is what the law, the Torah, God’s Teaching for Life, tells us.  That is what Jesus in every instance told us and in every instance showed us: God made us for so much more!
	And we turn away and throw it away, and throw ourselves into the whirlwind of our impulses, our desires, into the sharp, scattered mess of our own shattered will.
	God is angry.  What does He do about it?  He gives Isaiah a vision in the Temple.
For those who may have grown up hearing about an angry God personally angry with you, I wonder how you experience this vision of Isaiah’s.  Isaiah is there in the Temple, yet God brings the prophet into God’s presence where God is, “sitting on a throne, high and lofty” (6:1).  Is God shouting?   Is God smiting?  What’s happening?  God is being praised.  God is being praised by the six-winged seraphs.  Now a seraph is a sort of angel, a fiery angel.  I don’t know exactly how to picture that, but the word seraph comes from a Hebrew word that means fire.  Maybe it means a kind of luminous brilliance, flashing and flickering light.  Amazing, whatever it may be.  Wonderful.  This angry God has brought the prophet to Him, where He is, in glory, brilliant with the holy light of wonder.
	Isaiah’s response is very prompt, very overwhelming, and very wise: he confesses his sins; he recognizes that he does not belong there, that he has no claim to be there, no right to be there: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of Hosts!” (6:5).  Isaiah feels distress, and a great consciousness of his impurity.  My hope, really, is that each of you will come, each Sunday, in that same frame of mind, with those same feelings: distress and consciousness of impurity.  Gee, thanks, preacher!
	But do you see why?  Isaiah also loves God, wants only to serve God, to know God, to be with God, to have God in his life,
and here God has given Isaiah a wonderful, priceless vision: a life-altering gift!  And while Isaiah probably does feel overwhelming gratitude and love, what is pre-eminent in his heart is distress, his knowledge that he does not belong there, set alongside his awe-struck realization that God has brought him here, has given him this gift.  And beloved, God does the very same thing for you!
	Are you pure enough to stand in the very presence of God?  I’m not: God knows I’m not!  And God, this angry God, gives me the way to come to Him, to be in His presence, not because He wants to terrify me or destroy me!  No!  God gives me the gift of His very self, His Trinitarian self, because He loves me, and wants me to be with Him, to have life, and to have it abundantly.  And He wants you to have that life too, because He loves each of you just as much; He wants you to live with Him just as much.  God’s anger, beloved, is the anger of one who loves us far more than we realize or imagine.
	Think of the Trinity this way, then: for us, the Trinity is full assurance of God’s love for us, even though He is also angry with us.  He is angry with us, and here’s what He does about it: He is leading us back to Him, back to whom He meant for us to be, back to whom He created us to be.  He created us.  He sends the Son to clear up the misunderstanding we had been living under: the misunderstanding about God, the misunderstanding about sin, the misunderstanding about righteousness,
and the misunderstanding of how to return to God and to have the life God means for us to have.  The Father sends the Son to open that way for us.  The Son opened the way for us.  He opened the way in loving obedience to his Heavenly Father.  He opened the way for love of us.  Is this what a God who is only angry does?  This is what a God who loves us does.
	The way having been opened, this angry God sends us His Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us and all living things the breath of life.  God does not withhold His love from any living thing!  Don’t ever doubt, and don’t let anyone around you ever doubt, that God loves.
	The Holy Spirit gives us new life in Christ.  We have faith in Jesus not because we are so wise or so perceptive or so good, but because the Spirit has created faith in us.  You cannot will yourself to have faith.  God creates it in you by the Holy Spirit.  If you have faith, you have the Spirit.  If you have the Spirit, you have faith.
	By God’s Trinitarian nature, we are surrounded by God.  By God’s Trinitarian nature, we are bound to God in Christ.  By God’s Trinitarian nature, we are infused, inspired, encouraged, guided, and supported by the Holy Spirit.  By God’s Trinitarian nature, we are not overwhelmed by divine anger but overwhelmed by divine grace, mercy, kindness, peace.  We are overwhelmed by God’s love.
That’s how we experience the Trinity, being overwhelmed not by anger but by love.  This is part of the reason, but only part of the reason, that God reveals to us His Trinitarian nature.
	God also reveals His nature to us because He has a Word for us and work for us to do.  Isaiah has seen the glory of God, has seen the angels praising God, has even heard the angels praising God, but did you notice that he has not yet heard God?  When does he hear God?  When does he hear this God whom he loves so dearly, whom he longs to serve so eagerly, whom he craves so purely?
	Once Isaiah’s mouth has been purified; once he has received forgiveness.  Only then does he hear God speaking; only then does He truly hear God’s Word.  Out of the mouth come all our words, and all our words come out of the heart, for good and for ill.  When God purifies Isaiah’s mouth, He is assuring Isaiah—and all of us—that God is purifying our hearts, too.  He is purifying our hearts through His Word, putting His Word in our hearts to purify us, to purify our words, our speaking.  He is purifying us not only because He thereby claims us.  He purifies us because He also sends us.  Have you noticed this, too: our God in Trinity, God in three Persons, is always sending.  The Father sends the Son; after the Son the Holy Spirit is sent.  It doesn’t stop there, though.  Now, God sends you, you who have the knowledge of the Father, in the Son, by the Holy Spirit.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now He sends you: he sends you to all those precious, perishing people, sends you to bring Christ to them; sends you to open the way in them for the Holy Spirit.
	God does this because He loves.  Love shares.  Love rejoices.  Love cherishes.  Love hopes.  Love has faith, great faith and the very greatest faith.  Live in that love, and, loving, live.  Bring what you have been given, and give it, for you have it to give, abundantly, and so many are in such great need.  Help them to know God’s love, too.  Help them to perceive our God in Trinity.
	Now to the One who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
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